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Name of Event

Inter/Intra-Institution Innovation Competition —
DOOM CTF’26

Event Type
(Co-curricular/ Extra Curricular)

Capture The Flag Competition,
Co-curricular Activity ,
Technical Competition

Platform Offline

Place of event A2-201 & 202, IAR

Date (s) of the event 5t January 2026 Time 10:00 AM- 5:00
PM

No. of Student/ Participants | Students: 47 Level of University Level

for Competition Activity

Name of the Coordinator Dr. Brijesh jajal (Head-School of Computing and

Technology)
Dr. Twinkle Patel, Asst. Prof., SCT

Contact details of
Organizers

cyberdefencelab@gmail.com

Sponsoring authority

Sponsorship/
Budget
amount:

None

IAR
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Objective of the Event:

e To promote awareness of cybersecurity concepts and threats.
e To provide hands-on exposure to real-world CTF challenges.
e Toencourage teamwork, problem solving, and technical thinking.

e Toidentify and motivate students interested in cybersecurity fields.

Brief Overview of the Event:

Doom CTF '26 was conducted on January 5, 2026, in A2-201 and A2-202 under the guidance of the Cyber
Defence Group. Students formed self-selected teams of two to three members and competed
collaboratively as well as individually, allowing them to share ideas, divide responsibilities, and experience
real-world cybersecurity teamwork. The event was formally welcomed by the remarks of the head of the
department of SCT, Dr. Brijesh Jajal, and the Event Coordinator, Ms. Twinkle Patel , which created a
motivating and focused atmosphere from the outset. For many students, this event was their first exposure
to a Capture The Flag competition and thus the whole experience was marked with enthusiasm and curiosity
in the very beginning of the competition itself.

The entire contest was executed with challenges of different sorts, which included domain like:
J Cryptography

J Digital Forensics

J Network Security

. OSINT

o Reverse Engineering

J Steganography

J Web Application Security

J Miscellaneous problem-solving tasks

Students immersed themselves in the challenges by identifying vulnerabilities, interpreting clues, testing
multiple strategies, and refining their approaches until the flags were successfully captured. This cycle of
exploration, struggle, and achievement played a key role in strengthening their confidence and critical-
thinking abilities.

A live scoreboard was displayed throughout the event, showcasing:

o Top 10 performing teams
J Top 5 individual participants
J Continuous real-time score updates

The dynamic scoreboard added intensity and excitement, motivating participants to remain engaged and
competitive. Remarkably, several junior students despite limited prior experience demonstrated strong
analytical capability and secured impressive scores.

Towards the conclusion of the competition, selected challenge solutions were demonstrated and discussed.
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This session clarified concepts, addressed common mistakes, and helped students understand structured
approaches to problem-solving in cybersecurity scenarios. Participants expressed high satisfaction with the
clarity, guidance, and learning exposure provided.

Overall, Doom CTF '26 delivered a highly engaging, educational, and impactful learning experience. It
successfully fostered curiosity, discipline, teamwork, and responsible cybersecurity awareness among students,
making the event both academically meaningful and practically enriching.

Outcome of the Event:

e Students gained hands-on exposure to core cybersecurity concepts.

e Problem-solving and analytical skills improved through real challenges.
e Teamwork and collaboration among participants strengthened.

e Junior students showed strong performance and increased confidence.

e Students became more aware of ethical and responsible cybersecurity practices.
Feedback from Students:

The feedback received from students for Doom CTF’26 was very positive. Participants shared that the event
was engaging, well-organized, and provided a valuable hands-on learning experience. Students enjoyed the
variety of challenges and the competitive environment created by the live scoreboard, which kept them
motivated throughout the event. Many beginners mentioned that although the challenges were difficult,
they found them fun and rewarding. Some students suggested including a brief introductory session on CTF
concepts and tools to help first-time participants. Overall, students showed strong enthusiasm for
cybersecurity activities and expressed interest in attending similar events in the future.
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Short report for Social Media:

PRESENTS

10
ONWARDS

VENUE : A2-201/202, CONTACT
1AR TY btced2024@iar.ac.in
vrajpdesai.btced2024 @iar.ac.in
X cnato.t

‘twinkle.patel @iar.ac.in

The thrilling Doom CTF ‘26 event was organized by the Cyber Defence Lab at the Institute of Advanced
Research on 5th January 2026. Students enthusiastically participated in teams and explored challenges
related to cryptography, digital forensics, OSINT, network security and more. The live scoreboard, problem-
solving spirit and continuous engagement made the event highly interactive and exciting, creating a
memorable learning experience for everyone.

Glimpses of Doom CTF’26 Event held on January 5%, 2026:

Inaugural Address by HOD Sir : Event Briefing by Organising Team:

p
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Competition Orientation Session : On going Competition:
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Media Coverage:

Link to the Linkedin/FB Page/Google Meet/YouTube etc.:

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/iargandhinagar doomctf-ctfchallenge-cybersecurity-share-
7412734826757283840-
cmc9?utm source=share&utm medium=member desktop&rcm=ACoAAAQ3zxsBNnENYgkvNGiJwdBFjCDZWu

ly5tzk

(Link for the pictures taken)
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jxxo79NB6VgIHXqDgQyBCf9zmAwGO
bx9?usp=sharing eip&ts=695ca83d
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e Event Coordinator
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Report Copied to: (attachment sent through email)

e Office of Director, and Registrar

e Office of Dean Research and Academics
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Signature Signature
Dr. Roli Mishra Ms Twinkle Patel
Chairman, IIC, IAR Event Coordinator

Date: 10" January 2026

Place: Gandhinagar
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Notice Circulated for the event

Screenshot of the official notice shared with students through the IAR University SCT
announcement group regarding the Doom CTF’26 event.

+®e [IAR University SCT

(L)} ae -
Announcements

Registration Form
Fill this form to Register to DoomCTF'25. Make sure you read and agree to all the
rules and Guidelines for DoomCTF'25. Breaking any rule will result in immediate

bit.ly
Hello Everyone,

We are pleased to inform you that our college is organizing its first-ever
Cyber Security event, a Capture The Flag (CTF) competition, exclusively
for IAR students.

This CTF is a hands-on technical event designed to enhance practical
knowledge in Cyber Security, logical thinking, and problem-solving skills.
Students will get exposure to real-world security challenges in a
competitive and learning-focused environment.

Event Details:

Event: Capture The Flag (CTF) — Cyber Security

* Date: 5th January 2026 (Monday)

* Time: 10:00 AM onwards

* Venue:

- A2 — 201 & 202 (Academic Block 2)

To register, scan the QR code on the poster or click the link below:

All interested students are encouraged to participate and make the most
of this learning opportunity. Further details and the registration form link
are provided in the poster. 10:57
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Flyer of the Event

PRESENTS

R
E s iy

JANUARY 5, : :
2026 ~ ONWARDS

VENUE : A2-201/202, CONTACT
1AR UNIVERSITY jeetschauhan.btced2024 @iar.ac.in
vrajpdesai.btced2024 @iar.ac.in
twinkle.patel@iar.ac.in
X:Ginato 7
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Attendance Sheet

Due to on-site registration and verification, attendance was maintained
physically. Photographic evidence of the signed attendance sheet is attached.
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Attendance of Students
Name of Event:
Venue:
Date:
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Attendance of Students
Name of Event: DOOM CTF 26
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sr. | Student Name IAR | Program | Semester | 7Signature
No. Number |

- T
1P Ved 323 "o

Poen” Shoithn 17550 |8 Teeh (E

2
1155 “ :
@"\‘*‘}F"‘%Q&JW 15320 Bredh (B[ | 7;& -
2
2
2

B Shale 150U | MaCoRcs
Ayon  Monswg [115F | NscDRcs |
L Muskar Rsusswad |“+60‘1N%’.‘D(’(‘s

Page 11 of 14



Institute of Advanced Research

The University for Innovation

IAR University
Established under the Gujarat Private Universities Amendment Act 2011 and recognized under section 22 and 2(f) of UGC

Institute of Advanced Research

v\ .
.::‘o‘. N o'§’
gl The University for Innovation

IAR Unnversity

E
stablished under the Gujarat Private Universities Amendment Act 2011 and recognized under section 22 and 2(f) of UGC

Attendance of Students
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Feedback Form:

Student feedback for Doom CTF’26 was collected through a Google Form. The responses
include participant details such as name and academic information and were collected for
academic documentation and quality improvement purposes only. The compiled feedback
has been exported in Excel format and is available at the following link for reference and
record purposes:

Link :

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ThCvm7h1dTOJxVIbzSxTC4jmIEdPUOO3vgzZkdUD
EIOE/edit?usp=sharing
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